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Hello again, 

There is a lot of news - some good and some very sad.  

Please read on. 

As ever, 

Anna  
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Great news for Toton  

 

Having made the case for a special 

development corporation at Toton 

Sidings some time ago, I am very 

pleased the Chancellor Philip 

Hammond has agreed to it and 

provided £2 million to get it up and 

running to deliver the economic 

benefit from HS2 at the Sidings.  
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The plans for the East Midlands Hub 

at Toton Sidings will include a 

business park as well as housing. I 

believe it is vital we have a business 

led group to maximise the economic 

development and also see the bigger 

picture of Totonôs future. These 

plans will include the future of 

Chetwynd Barracks and a series of 

exhibitions to explain the Ministry of 

Defenceôs vision (full details in the 

diary).  

I firmly believe the Neighbourhood 

Forum must be involved in the future 

of Toton so the views of residents 

are fully represented.  
 

 

 

Travellers Meeting  

 

I had a very good meeting with 

Broxtowe Borough Council and our 

most senior Police officer, Inspector 

Simon Riley, about their approach to 

travellers setting up illegal camps. 

This summer has seen a record 

number of encampments on Council 

land.  
 

Council Chief Executive Ruth Hyde explained the various legal routes the Council 

uses to evict travellers. The law allows swift eviction (as we saw when travellers on 

Bramcote Hills were evicted in 3 days) but when there are a large number of 

travellers (like the illegal encampment on the Ilkeston Road park in Stapleford this 

summer) the Council has no option but to use a longer process. That is because in 

the event of any resistance from the travellers, the police, as well as bailiffs, need to 

be in attendance. 

 

I was really struck by the attitude of Broxtowe to this problem - welfare checks are 

legally required and they are done as quickly as possible whilst the legal process is 



 

triggered immediately when a new camp is reported to them. I am satisfied that 

Broxtowe is using the existing eviction processes efficiently. 

 

In relation to the role of the police there is an uncomfortable truth that emerged from 

the meeting. To someone who says that if they played loud music theyôd be ñdoneò by 

the police the answer is - you wouldnôt. The police have clear priorities and so called 

ñlow levelò crime is barely on the list. Cutting chains or bolts is a criminal offence but 

even with strong evidence as to the identification of the offender it is deemed a very 

minor offence nowadays. In short, police resources mean they must prioritise crimes. 

So claims that Travellers get special exemption is simply not true.   

 

Arguably even more controversial, Broxtowe Borough Council will be determining 

where to place two traveller sites in the next few years. These fixed sites work well in 

other parts of the country and can lead to fewer illegal encampments and swifter 

evictions. 

 

 

Beeston Station 
improvements begin  

 

Beeston Station has been put 

forward for the next round of money 

to make it accessible to everyone. 

The station needs lifts, especially for 

disabled passengers who otherwise 

are advised to take a taxi to switch 

platforms. Anyone who has 

difficulties with the stairs is urged to 

tell their story to East Midlands 

Trains so they can make a full case 

for funding.  
 

Whether itôs because of your age, medical condition, disability or you have a child in a 

buggy, please send your experience to Kate Parnell, Platform 3, Nottingham Station, 

Carrington Street, NG2 3AQ. 

 

Meanwhile, Nottinghamshire County Council is taking action to make 

important improvements at Beeston Station. Following representations from the 

Friends of Beeston Station, (which I supported) the access ramp between the 



 

Station's new car park and platform 2 will be fixed and the 'tin bridge' will be 

resurfaced. It really is good to see how effective the Friends have been.  

 

 

Redwood Crescent 
good news  

 

Broxtowe Borough Council have used 

their powers to  buy the land between 

the unfinished houses on Redwood 

Crescent. This will ensure the land will 

be in public ownership for the 

community.  Meanwhile the developer, 

Futures Housing, has agreed to 

demolish two of the houses and 

rebuild them. The other two houses 

will be completed as originally 

planned. 
 

 

 

Chilwell School visit  

 

I attended Chilwell School's Year 7 

assembly where I answered their 

excellent questions on a variety of 

topics. One of the questions even 

asked if I agreed with the views of 

Donald Trump - after a thought, I 

couldn't find any! 

 

 

I also met the school's new Head 

Teacher David Philips. David is 

already making changes - I believe 

for the better. Chilwell needs a new 

school building and I am more than 

willing to make the case to 

Nottinghamshire County Council. 

 



 

Bramcote College and fairer funding  

 

I had a meeting with Bramcote College's Head Teacher Paul Heery and school 

officials for a catch up on the plans to build a new multi million pound school in 

Bramcote. As ever, I was impressed with the team's drive and I'm pleased that 

progress is being made. 

 

At the meeting, concerns were raised that the funding for children with higher needs 

is lower in Nottinghamshire than elsewhere. I was told that that average additional 

money for 2-18 year olds with higher needs across the country £491 but 

Nottinghamshire receives £394 per youngster. I'm told that this means that every 

school in Nottinghamshire has to find an extra 0.5% in their own budget to make up 

for the deficit. Nottinghamshire County Council and other schools, including Chilwell 

School believe the current funding arrangements are not fair. I am meeting the 

Chair of Nottinghamshire County Council's Children Services Committee, Cllr Philip 

Owen on Friday and will take up this issue with the Government. 

 

 

 

Action against 
Awsworth speeding   

 

Nottinghamshire County Council's 

Highways Committee Chair John 

Cottee, visited Awsworth as part of 

the campaign to stop speeding 

through the village. Residents have 

had enough. In April, Councillor 

Lydia Ball and I met Awsworth 

resident Julia Clowes who had a 

lucky escape when a speeding car 

crashed through her neighbours wall 

and almost into her home. John 

agreed that his officials would look at 

traffic calming measures including on 

street parking which many residents 

would welcome! 
 



 

 

Babbington Village 
Postbox  

 

I met residents of Babbington Village 

who have had their village post box 

taped off by Royal Mail. They claim 

the postbox was closed due to too 

much animal faeces around the site 

making it a ñhealth and safety 

issueò.  

 

 

I visited the postbox and the site is 

clean and tidy. It is however on a 

private house which may explain 

Royal Mail's reluctance to reopen it. I 

have written to Royal Mail to ask for 

them to either reopen the postbox or 

move it in to the village.  

 

 

Sladen FC   

 

I was contacted by members of Sladen FC football team who were told they could 

no longer train at David Ross Sports Village despite 23 years of doing so. I raised 

this issue with the University and I am pleased that the team has now been offered 

alternative options for training. 

 



 

 

Tony Smith who set up the notorious and hugely popular Tram Ranting Room on Facebook 

has died whilst on holiday. Tony was just 60 and passed away in his sleep. His death was a 

huge shock to all of us who have got to know and love Tony in recent years. Tony was born 

in Beeston and moved to Bramcote some years ago. In recent times he had campaigned for 

speed cameras on the A52 and was an all round, committed champion for his community. 

He touched the lives of many people, including members of Beeston Round Table, and we 

will all especially miss his terrific sense of humour. My thoughts are with his girlfriend 

Wendy and I will post his funeral arrangements when they are finalised but you can be sure 

they will include Tony's favourite pub The White Lion (Top House) in Bramcote.  

Christmas Card Competition - photographs 
wanted!  

 



 

This yearôs Christmas card competition is open. Please send me a seasonal and / 

or festive photograph which you have taken. The winner's photograph will feature 

on the front of my Christmas card with two runner ups inside. My Christmas card 

goes by email or hard copy in the post to 13,000 people. The winner will receive a 

canvass print of their photograph. 

Please email your entries to me at anna.soubry.mp@parliament.uk by Monday 3rd 

December and remember to include your full address and contact details. 

 

 

 

What's on in Broxtowe  

 

 

Beeston Library Community Open Exhibition   

Saturday 15th September - Saturday 3rd November  

 

Where:  Beeston Library, 23 Foster Avenue, Beeston, NG9 2NJ 

What's On : A chance to visit the gallery space to see the exhibition dedicated to displaying 

the creativity of local Broxtowe artists.  

 



  



  



  



  

Baby Loss Awareness Tea  

 

Saturday, 14th October 2018  


